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mated by the morlid cariosity which is
arons in some minds at the hint of a
mystery and attracted by that strange
marnctism which that
“a rrimne, " aromees. The women talked
in stirill tomes, inventing strange storivs
and ineredible theorica Soane of the
common people hurried up to learn the
Dews

At the mwoment Bernardet eame up.
followed by the comvierge. a coupe
stopped st the door and a tall man gut
out, r=king:

“Whoere is M Mool?
M Morel ™

The chief had pot vet bern advissd,
avd be was oot theree Eat the tall
vomng =n spddenly recogmised Per-
narded snd Indd bhold of bim, palling
him after bhim throngh the balf open
door, which Moniche hastendd to shut
apains the crowid.

“We musa call some officers, *” Ber-
pardet suid to the concierge, “or the
cerowd will prush in ™

Mme Momche was standing st the
font of the staircase, surrounded b the
lodpers, men and wesuen, to whom she
was reovmuting for the twentivth
the steay of bow she had found ML
vere with his throut ent.
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whn Yo oprn the door **

“Foar pabing.”™ the woman
baprx 1o beving samething fmportant
to da i relating the horrible news to
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alout 10 enter the room for the purpose
of rading, she—
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The thrie mem reached M. Rovers®
door Memiche unlocked 1t and sty
twck, Bornander, with the reporter at
wis, Dol bouk in band, entered tho

CHAPTER ITL
Nothing in the antechamber jndiraz-
ed thet a tragody had taken place thore
Therw were pactanes on the wails, plss

td fmaemoe, soope arms of rare kinds,
Jupunese swords and a Malsy ereese
Brrnurdet glunced at them as bo passed
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Une of the fulding doars stond open,
and, stoppong an thy threshold in vovder
t0 tukie 1n the emtires t of the place
EBrnardit saw m the oiuter of the
roran, Iving «m the floor in a pool of
blond, the hdvr of M Rovere. o} i
Im A e urvssing gown. bound at
D¢ walst wilth a heavy cord, which lax
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“Whoever k the tlow did it
guitkir.” iix T the police officee
e advanced filv 1 ward the body
casting ns eFe apon the inert mass and
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“Thore cugt 1o be Llond under the
mails, since be made a srugele, ™ said
Bermarder, thinling alond
And Panl Badicr, the reporter, hur-

| ¥hedly wrete, “There was blosd under

the nails”

dwrnundct refurned acain and again
L S
frizgbhtful. vamilde eves, which, in their
fieroe dipehs retained withont doubs
The 1mapge or phantom of saoe nightmare
of demtd,

He tovehed the doad ran’s hand. The
flesh bad Yeovane cold, aud rigor mortis
wus beg ng o st in

The reporter saw the little man take
fromm bis queket & sart of rasty silver
ribtvm end anroll it and board him ask
Mouiche 10 take hold of ane end of it
This mibbom or thrad looked to Paul
Rodier like Yoross wire  Beranrdet pre
parsd his kodak.

**Above «vervthing elss,”” mormurec
Bernardat, **let us preserve the expres
sion of those eyes ™

“Clos: the shutters The darkaes
Wil by more omupiote.”
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The reporter assisted Moniche in ordes
to hasten the work. The shutters closed,
the room was quite dark, Bernardet be-
Fan his task. Counting off a fouw steps,
he slected thoe best place from which
to take the picture.

“Be kind enongh to light the end of
the magmesium wize.”" be ssid to the
concierge, ““Have yoo any matches?'”
0y M. Bernardet.'’

s police officer indimated Ly a sign
of the bead a mateh safe which he had
doticed on entering the room,
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Bernardet had with one sweeping
glanee of the eve taken in eversthing
in the room—the fanteuils, searcely
moved from their places; the pictons
banging en the walls, the mirrors, the
bookrases, the cabiurts, ete

Moniche went to the mantslpiese and
took a matehfrom the box. It voas M,
Rover-"himsIf who fornished tho ligis
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“We could obtain no picturs in this
room withont the magnesiam wire, ™
aid the agent, as calm while takine a
phitocaph of the mandered man as he
had ls=n a ehort time ago in his par-
den The light is incufficient. When
I sar, “Go?” Mauiche, you must lighs
the wire, and I will take three or four
somtivis Do yon enderstand? Stand
there to my loft.. Now! Attention™

Beruardit took his position. and the

Tter stood ready, match and wire in
bund, like a gnnner who awaite the or-
dir tn B

“Lro!™ mid the agent.

A rapid, cliar light shot up and s=d-
denly Lishited the roem. The pale face
scvtned lvid, the variovs objects in the
rocm o0k ont & fantastic appearanes in
wt of tamipestnous apotheosis, and
Rodier bastily inscribed on kis
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velons, doy y, smpeestive. 't
t us try it agnin, '’ said M. Ber-
nardst.
For the thinl time in this weird
light the visage of the dead man ap
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He stopped to ook around toward the

door, which was closel  Some ono was
raining ringing blows on the door, loud
it F]P TatIve
st commissary. Open the
door, Moniche, *
The reporter was busy takine notes,

describing the salon. sketching it, draw-
ing a plan for his jourmnal

It way in fact, the comgnissary, who
was followid by Mme .\l“t.rn-'h-> and a
ter of carious persons who had
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be commissary, before entering, took

8 comprebensive sorvey of the room and

=il in a shurt tone: " Every one must

g0 out. Madame, make all these peopls

g0 out, No one must enter. ™

There arcse an uproar.  Each one tried
explain his right to be there. Ther

+ wil pessessed with an irresissible

desire 1o 3=sist 4t thissinister invessigs-

tion.
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the exclusive privileges of writ-
2 it up."”
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The commissary did not Esten to him,

but those wha woere his follow suffcrers
st e & The cudu-
miissary shrugoed bhis shoglders at the
hand clapungs
*It is but night,™ he said to the re-

]
porter, “‘that the agents of the press
shoald be admited in preference 1 any

len

o Do yon think that it is easy
to Ciscover o criminal? 1 havo beem a
Journalist, tor—yes, at tirws In the
Quartier cocasionally. Thave even wris-

tan & picee for the theater. But we will
not talk of that. Eutcr, enter, [ beg of
yom, and we shall see "' And elezane,
amiable, p he Jook:d
woward M. Beruzrdet, and bis evesasied
the guesiicn, Where is {27
“Here! M Je Commissaire.
Ecrnardet stood respectfully in  front
:i“r “'u‘-.-‘?'

ing ns, and the oop =ary in his
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formwed a balf circle arcand the
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Haeae,
pal
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hauchiy expression of that livid face
“Foor man, ' he said. shaking his
head. *“‘He is superh, superte  He re-
minds me of the dead Duke de Gaise in
Paunl Delaroche's picture. [ have sevn it
al=o at Channlly, in Gerome’s celebrat-
ed picture of ‘The Duel du Piepot.” "
Possibly in  spraking  alowd |

his
thooghts the comumis was talking s
=

He touched the decd man'y hand.
bat we reporters might hear him
‘bey stood, potebooks in hand, takin
<tes, and Paul Bodier, catching th
4ames, wrote rapidly in his book: M

v their way in when the front door |

Desiriere, the loarmed commissary,
artistic, so well disposed toward th- |
press, was at one time o jourmalist. H.
noticed that the sictim's pale face, with |
its strung persomal chasyeteristios re- |
| embled the ded Duks de Guuss in
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